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The presence of Mary, Mother-Educator, gives a Marian tone to our journey more 

than ever this year. The Family seeks to live out in Mary’s way through presence, lis-

tening, and wondering in advance.  

 Marie Côté, our Servant general, along with several members of the Family, participat-

ed in the Meeting on the New Forms of 

Consecrated Life last June in Rome. Forty 

associations and new communities gathered 

to share on the theme « Consecration and 

states of life in the New Forms of Consecrat-

ed Life”; a Church experience rich in contacts 

and wonder. 
 

Also in June, a meeting of the Authority Service was held, bringing together the 

Family Council, little Servant sisters from every House, priests, the first formation 

team and of course, Sister Jeanne, our foundress. The purpose of this meeting was 

to reflect on the new challenges of pastoral ministry in our society.  

 

 
Hello dear friends and spiritual children, 
  

Each day I hold you in my heart and in my pray-

ers. I come to you with two questions: When 

events come your way,  what happens to you, 

how do you react?  
  

As for me, formed by Mary, my Mother-

Educator, I have learned to always ask myself 

the same question: Jesus, what could I possibly 

improve in order to build family unity just as you 

would do if you were in my place? My life is sim-

plified by one single objective: to accomplish the Father’s 

plan, through the prophetic witness of all of his children 

gathered together in Jesus’ Sacrifice.   
 

Do you also want to unify your life with this single question? 

Mary will be there to help you in the « little MORE » of self-

abandonment and charity that this challenge will demand.  

 

 
As spiritual mother, I have another secret to share 

with you in order to rekindle your hope: each 

day, and even several times a day, I give up 

my past and yours, that of the Myriam Family 

and that of your natural families, into the Fa-

ther’s Mercy. I also relinquish my future to 

him, as well as yours and the future of our 

families. I do all this as a new star of our Love 

story with Jesus. I am certain that He will 

spark a Flame of hope in your heart and in the 

entire world.  
  

Do you wish to do the same? In this way, you will 

bring along thousands with you and you will be radi-

ant, in the same manner of Mary, as prophet of hope 

and missionary of mercy.  

A word from our foundress, Sister Jeanne 

 

 

 



 
 

● Several houses collaborate with their respective diocese and also with their neighbouring dioceses on catechesis.  
At MYRIAM-SUR-MER, in Gaspésie (1), the parish entrusts us with the catechism of all the youth as they prepare to receive 
the sacraments.   The Family of MYRIAM-DE-LA-VALLÉE, in Matapedia, supports the work of the catechists of children and 
their parents in five nearby villages in the region.  At MYRIAM-DE-LA-COMMUNION, in Belgium (2), the children prepare for 
their First Communion, Confirmation and profession of faith by participating in a preparation retreat at our House. Two groups 
of candidates for Confirmation are also supported, as well as chaplaincies and schools in Paris. 
  

● At MYRIAM-SUR-LA-VOLGA, in Russia (3), during the Easter Vigil, fourteen young adults, most of whom are from Guinea-
Bissau and have come to study in Russia, came to our House to complete their baptismal training.  

  

● In Haiti, at CÉNACLE MYRIAM JÉRÉMIE (4), the membership in the Myriam Youth Challenge 1 group con-
tinues to expend.  Some youth have committed to join the Contagious Saints Club. We would like to 
acknowledge the valuable help of Marc-Kency, who devoted himself tirelessly during his year of Service d’Es-
pérance.  At CÉNACLE MYRIAM PORT-DE-PAIX, five young people are living the Breath of 
Hope (Souffle d’Espérance) (5), and the house is unceasingly filled for the prayer and healing 
journey (6).  
  

● In Poland, Élisabeth Forcier from Rimouski is spending two and a half months at MYRIAM-DE
-LA-RÉCONCILIATION She is giving an outstanding support for their renovation work through 

her peaceful and fraternal presence, all the while gaining momentum in her faith and hope. . 
  

● At the Myriam Youth Challenge in June, Mgr Christian Rodembourg, bishop of Saint-Hyacinthe, QC, came to 
give his testimony and to preside over daily Mass. His great love for the Word of God kept us in awe. 
 For more information on this Challenge week-end, visit our site: https://www.famillemyriam.org/emerveillons-nous.html?id=204 
 
 
 
 

 
 
● MYRIAM-DE-L’ESPÉRANCE, In Chicoutimi, is swarming with life through their evangelizations throughout the Saguenay-
Lac St-Jean region.  Each month, this House gathers with several families who give their day to Jesus to deepen their baptis-
mal graces in a fraternal atmosphere. A time of growth for all, with unlimited joy! 
  

● At MYRIAM-PROVIDENCE, in Québec (7), we gather each month with mothers and their pre-school age children for a time 
of prayer, of teaching and of sharing the realities of family life and education of children. What a joy it is to support these 
young families on their journey towards holiness!  
 
 
 
 

 
● MYRIAM-SUR-LA-VOLGA, in Russia, is collaborating to evangelize in the Caucase as they teach the Word of Life (Word of 
God with actions and song) to children and lead weekend sessions of the Alpha course.  The Missionary Sisters of Charity 
attending these sessions request our involvement in their summer camp for children. 
 
● At MYRIAM-DE-LA-PAIX, in New-Brunswick (8), the Holy Spirit gives breath to a new initiative: a Triduum to prepare for 
Holy Week in complementarity with F. Delvida Leblanc.  Sixty people responded to the call. His zeal also brought him to 
Western Canada with our Family of Myriam-des-Prairies for several mini-retreats.  Jacques and Denise Bélanger, affili-
ate members from Québec, joined the team; all in a complementarity of vocations to stimulate our baptismal call to holiness! 

 MARY, OUR MOTHER-EDUCATOR AND OUR QUEEN WITH FAMILIES 

MARY, OUR MOTHER-TEACHER AND OUR QUEEN IN EVANGELIZATION 

MARY, OUR MOTHER-EDUCATOR AND OUR QUEEN WITH THE YOUTH 
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● Nearly 300 people joined MYRIAM-DE-LA-MISÉRICORDE, in Montréal (9), to highlight the 25
th

 anniversary of its founda-
tion.  This celebration was a success due to the gift of self, a complementarity and an inspiring sense of belonging of our affili-
ated members and friends.  Mgr. Lépine emphasized the involvement of the Family in her diocese, their love for the Word of 
God, their support of families, their sense of « Yes », defined here as a Marian yes, obedient and loving to the will of 
God. 
Always very active, the team from this House presented an unusual parish retreat in Chateauguay. The participants role-
played a day in a Myriam Family House. The parishioners left with a true sense of Family-Church!  
 

● At MYRIAM-DE-LA-RÉCONCILIATION, in Poland (10), a young woman and a lady from the parish signed up as new mem-
bers of the Contagious Saints Club, “SZ” in Polish. This Club is a beautiful initiative to spread the filial renewal of our bap-
tismal consecration! Many renovations to our building have become necessary and have been carried out thanks to Régis 
Côté and Michel and Linda Fournier, our generous Missionary-Collaborators.  
 

● At MYRIAM-DE-L’ALLIANCE, in Uruguay (11), the team is collaborating with the diocese through their participation in the 
youth ministry; the ministry for vocations; the ministry of the sick and the liturgical life of the diocese. A song that was 
received by the Family there became the theme song for the pastoral renewal proposed by their bishop.  
 

● In Belgium, at MYRIAM-DE-LA-COMMUNION (12), our completely renovated chapel has officially become the parish 
church of Saint Symphorien! No doubt, the proximity of the parish church and of our house will open new avenues! Our 
kitchen also has a new look thanks to our Missionary-Collaborators Michel Déry and Gilles and Jeanine Bossé. 
 

● At CÉNACLE MYRIAM JÉRÉMIE (13), l’Institut Manifikat welcomed the chapel directors, along with their spouses and chil-
dren, for a 4-day session on « The Secret of Marriage ». Since this retreat, many have witnessed transformation in their lives 
as renewed couples, and some have instituted prayer in their families. Yes, Magnificat! 

● Our familial life is flourishing with the commitment of many young people.  Émilie Desgagné and Madeleine Forcier celebrat-
ed their stable Oblation (perpetual vows) through a definite Yes upon the Feast of the Holy Family.  Olivier Tremblay pro-
nounced his Yes to Mary, on the Feast of the Annunciation and our two new aspirants, Marie Fontaine and Stéphanie Ché-
rélus, are advancing towards their Yes to Baptism on Divine Mercy Sunday.  A very promising youthfulness!  
 

● Our little sister Sylvie Grenier is sharing her librarian skills at many of our missions!  With the help of Myriam Sauvageau, a 
former youth from Souffle d’espérance, this joyful team has been working over the winter to organize the library at Myriam-des
-Prairies in Regina . 
 

● In February, our little sister Rose Dorr became a centenarian.  We celebrated her birthday with her loved ones.  Her on-
going energy always amazes us! 
 

● We send our condolences and prayers to our little sister Johanne Lavoie, at the loss of 
her brother, Gerald, as well as to our little sister Lucie Massicotte, at the loss of her 
brother-in-law Louey Parent.  
 

● Our family is growing in wisdom and abandon thanks to the witness of our elders (14).  
Their presence inspires us to further develop our fraternal acts of mutual help.  Collabo-
ration is ongoing among our members.  This mutual enrichment is a great gift for all!  
«How good it is to live as brothers and sisters all together, united by the Spirit! » Ps 133,1. 
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MARY, OUR MOTHER-EDUCATOR AND OUR QUEEN IN OUR FAMILIAL LIFE 
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Our Story: February 1979—May 1979  
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 ● Sister Jeanne pronounced her perpetual vows on January 
13, in the presence of Bishop Jean-Guy Couture.  Later, on Feb-

ruary 2, she welcomed the perpetual vows of Paul-Émile Dion (1), he who 
had been religious with the Brothers of Christian Education Community.  
Among the other co-founders, three pronounced their first vows of aban-
donment while the others made their first promises of abandonment 
(2).  At that time, Sister Jeanne renewed her vows as a sign of unity. 
  

● The month of February was also marked by the many comings and goings 
of Sister Jeanne to honor her commitment to evangelization at the spiritual 
house of the Trinitarian Fathers in Granby (3), and to respond to new 
requests addressed to the young community.  These missionary tours allowed her to train the 
new vocations to evangelize with docility to the Spirit.  
  

● At the beginning of March, the Lord taught us a new avenue of community discernment 
through prayer, experienced in the Eucharistic presence of Jesus.  We discovered over the months how this way of discernment to-
gether helps us to grow in our faith, in our acceptance of one another and encourage to freedom of speech.  
  

● «Everything at Myriam will be evangelization! » stated Sister Jeanne during a lesson.  Whether a little brother or little sister is 
working in the kitchen, at the reception, on the telephone, in prayer, or on a direct mission, the same self-sacrifice is required to give 

oneself completely (4)!  We began to include a Word of God card in all our letters and written communi-
cations.  Every event, every difficulty can become an opportunity to evangelize.  The Lord leads us in a 
self-abandonment that produces fraternal charity through the confident acceptance of the “little more”. 
Filial Renewal and the renewal of Baptism are achieved through joyful abandonment of self and 
through charity.  On March 19, pushed further on the objective of joy, we understand that the Enemy 
will always look for a way to destroy us by extinguishing our joy.  Does this not echo the pastoral mes-
sage that Pope Francis has taught since the beginning of his pontificate?  
  

● This confident and joyful welcoming of any event allows us to produce tools that will serve us in the 
future: the creation of the first logo of the Family, the renewal of prayer to the Holy Spirit and for vocations, the printing of a brochure 
explaining the mission of the Family, etc.  
  

● At the end of April, the departure of Bishop Jean-Guy Couture (5), a bishop with a fatherly heart, saddened us but launched us for-
ward in our faith.  
  

● During the month of May, 1979, we were urged to develop our prayer of praise more fully to allow the Lord to exercise all his power 
of liberation and healing and… of course, his power of freeing us from being self-centered!  Several events of evangelization during 
this month; among others, a retreat for businessmen in Granby (6), a retreat for priests in Baie-Comeau (7), a retreat for our 
friends and affiliate members (8), etc.  

 More Information about the first year of our founding will follow next December!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

● Thanks to the collaboration of two seamstresses, Marthe Lemieux and Rachel Lebel, each House of the Family 
now has chasubles and stoles with the Myriam Family logo.  
  

● MYRIAM-SUR-MER, in Gaspésie, offers to us a new CD (9), full of peace and joy, shining with the 
Word of God and our biblical songs.  

  

● MYRIAM-SUR-LA-VOLGA, in Russia, presents to us a new series of the spiritual vitamins about trust (10).  
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With the momentum of the 40th anniversary of our foundation, new productions 

 40th 

 

« At this beginning of the pastoral year, let us cultivate the joy which the Virgin 

Mary testifies: love, gratitude and wonder. May her prayer accompany us all! » 
 

Marie Côté, Servant general 
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