
 

Dear friends and spiritual children, 
 

“Do you want to allow Jesus to forge in you 
the personal mystery which reflects Him in 
today’s world?”  (Pope Francis) Well, be-
come what YOU ARE, in order to be-
come the saint that the Father wants 
you to be! 

Do you realize that your most profound 
identity is to be a beloved child of the Fa-
ther?  By accepting your TRUE SELF, 
through the hidden Treasure of Jesus’ of-
fering, your past wounds will be healed and also the im-
age of your “ideal self”, forged in you in the past. 
 

God the Father wants a personal relationship with you, 
through your contemplative Presence of Filial Intimacy 
with Jesus. Thanks to Him, you will live out your Baptis-
mal identity and taste the joyous freedom of God’s chil-
dren.  What would you also say about growing in your 

Attentive Family Presence with everyone?  This is ES-
SENTIAL on journeying towards the prophetic family Ho-

liness that God the Father-Providence 
expects from his Church as Family-
Communion.  The Holy Spirit will, there-
fore, make his gifts erupt in your life, and 
you will become a joyful witness of the 
beauty of these gifts given at your baptism 
for everyday living. 
 

That’s easy, isn’t it? This is your blueprint 
for life!  This is my prayer for you!  This is 

the secret of contagious joy! 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HOLY YEAR  

at  the SCHOOL OF MARY, as a little Mari- 
an soul! 

A word from our foundress, Sister Jeanne 

 

The theme this year, “The Familial Step of Marian Souls”, directs each one of us to-
wards a surge of conversion to become a Family moved by the Spirit, docile in the 
Marian way. 

Marie Côté, Servant general, opened and closed our September 
time of annual Family recollection with a burst of loving and bold 
faith.  At this gathering we began by contemplating Beauty in all 
its forms: in creation, in art, in the human being, in the Eucharist, 
and in our interpersonal relationships.  The Lord then directed 
our gaze towards the different pastoral challenges of the present 
day. 

A compelling lesson on our identity and of the “ideal self” helped each of us to clarify the 
share that we have to render and to be in order to build the Family-Church.  If each 

person takes their place as the Father desires, we will become a 
diamond, humbly reflecting the Mystical Body of Christ!  In order 

to achieve this objective, the whole Family has decided 
to register in the “University of Praise” to obtain a 
new Master degree (mastery) of our 
“uncontrollable” emotivity! 
 
  The most to live the “familial Step of Marian souls”! 

Myriam Beth’lehem Family, Christmas 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discovering our identity: God is our Father! 

Several jubilees took place during the summer of 2019.  We thus celebrate the fideli-
ty of God-Providence, with all his deeds for these missions. 
 
● Myriam-Providence (1) of Québec City, celebrated the 40

th
 anniversary of its foundation.  

People of the early hours of our very beginning, affiliated members, youth of all ages, young 
families and even neighbours, gathered with us in simplicity, under a canvas pavilion to cele-
brate the mightiness of God, and to worship Him!  
 
● At Myriam-de-la-Paix (2) in New Brunswick, the 25

th
 anniversary of its foundation was 

also highlighted “in grand style” with affiliated members, friends, parishioners, and even workers 
who had participated in the construction of the House.  In both cases, our members were fully 
involved, which made a familial celebration possible.  This demonstrates the complementarity of 

the prophetic Church. 
 

 
 Discovering our identity: We are prophets of hope! 

When short of means, God sparks creativity and gives hope. 
 
● Haiti (3), once again, prompts us with hope and joy in hardships.  A hurricane struck Jérémie 
again last August 16, causing devastation in no time.  The Haitian people are so courageous!  
The Family is living the start of a pastoral year unlike any other: the economic and political situa-
tions are deteriorating, the two Houses, which met together in Jérémie for their September recol-
lection, have to stay in that place as a precaution.  We are in solidarity with the Haitian people, 
gathering in prayer and worship with people of all ages.  In praise, they plea to the Lord, that He 
intervenes to significantly change the present situation. 
 
● Still in Haiti, the Cénacle-Myriam-Port-de-Paix (4) is proceeding with the reinforcement 
and repair of the house which was damaged by the earthquake in autumn 2018.  The provi-
dential presence of Michel Déry, a Missionary Collaborator of Myriam, from Saguenay (QC), is 
proving to be a huge help. The workers are valiant despite the scorching heat, to the amazement 
of everyone.  This work is enabling the expansion of the rooms on the upper floor, in response to 
the need due to the increasing groups at retreats and conferences. 
 
● At Myriam-sur-Mer (5) in Gaspésie, our Marian halt rest “Notre Dame de Cap-Chat” is offer-
ing a new tourist and spiritual attraction this year: a display of 80 crèches from 30 different 
countries.  Numerous travellers have stopped there on their journeys during the summer.  A sim-
ple method of evangelization on the “periphery”! 
 
● Myriam-de-la-Vallée (6) in Matapédia, planned a weekend conference during the Thanks-
giving weekend, led by Fr. Delvida Leblanc, Son of Myriam. Yes, beauty touched every heart!  
An amazement awakening through nature revived the childlike hearts of the Gospel and 
created a trustful fellowship!.  
 
 
Discovering our identity: Everyone has a place in the Family-Church! 
In seeking to decipher the needs and quests of today’s world, can we not understand the 
yearning to find our personal identity on earth, at the heart of our Family-Church as the chil-
dren of the Father? 
 
● At Myriam-de-l’Espérance (7) in Saguenay, nine pre-teenagers take up the challenge of a 
week-long pilgrimage on foot.  They walked from our House up to the statue of Mary overlook-
ing the Saguenay at Rivière-Éternité.  Each day, the boys, and the Little Brothers that accompa-
nied them, were given the opportunity to deepen a dimension of being a man.  What outdoing, 
profound exchanges and fraternal help for a leap of maturity! 
 
● A dream come through! The couples from Défi-Nazareth Myriam (8), a group consisting of 
more than fifty people, met together for a weekend of familial recollection at Camp Beauséjour, 
in the Bois-Francs area.  Prayer, dynamic teachings and group games consolidated the unity of 
these little families and the unity of the whole group. This made the weekend a great success, 
leaving all excited to repeat the experience!  
 
● At the same location, two weeks later, the youth of Défis-Jeunesse-Myriam I and II (9) gath-
ered for their weekend retreat.  The theme “Believe in the Splendor of the Truth” unmasked the 
influences of relativism in our society. The youth were invited to focus on Jesus, “The Way, the 
Truth and the Life”.  Outdoor activities and spiritual life created an enjoyable mix! Fr. Claude 

Paradis, “street” priest of Notre-Dame-de-la-Rue in Montréal, gave a vibrant testimony 
of charity of his work with the less fortunate and homeless, which resonated deeply 
with the youth. 

 

 

3 

4 

6 

7 

5 

8 9 

1 

2 

  
 



 

Discovering our identity: We are consecrated by our baptism! 
In a recently televised interview, Cardinal Ouellet emphasized the importance of the baptismal 
consecration and the revitalization of the royal priesthood for the renewal of the Church. 
 
● Our Little Brother, Simon Hamel (10), completes his Bachelor of Theology and resides at the 
Grand Seminary in Montreal along with fourteen seminarians; nevertheless he participates in 
evangelizations at our House in Montreal on the weekends.  Faithful to himself, he sows joy and 
communion where he be. 
 
● For the second year, Myriam-de-la-Communion welcomes Justin Bailly (11), as he pursues 
his studies in theology at the Seminary in Namur while residing at our House in Jambes.  Our 
Little Brother, Pierre-Marc Boivin, will also begin his courses in theology there in Belgium. 
 
● This year Myriam-de-la-Miséricorde in Montreal welcomes Anabelle Vacher (12) during 
her year of Service of Hope.  She is also pursuing her studies at the University of Montreal at 
the same time.  A true breath of youthfulness in our House! 
 
● A new aspirant, Little Sister Florkencia Jourdain, (13), arrived at Cénacle Myriam Port-
de-Paix last October 26.  How to describe her: a loving joy of what Jesus expects from her in 
serving selflessly! Stéphanie Chérélus (14) finally arrived in Canada to pursue her formation 
as an aspirant. She is radiant of wisdom and peace.  What a joy it is to now have two Haitian 
aspirant Little Sisters in our Family ranks: one from Jérémie and the other from Port-de-Paix! 
 
● Last September, a fine selection of youth (15) advanced in various commitments.  Mathieu 
Lafleur and Nicolas Vacher pronounced their first vows; Olivier Tremblay his first promises, 
while many others renewed their vows and promises.  What hope there is in seeing this blossom-
ing youth; verbalizing their commitments in the Church! 
 

  

Discovering our identity : We are missionaries! 
The mission is in full swing from one continent to another, is this not part of 
the DNA of our Baptism? 

 
● Because of the havoc caused by natural disasters in Haiti, the youth of the Souffle-

Missionnaire-Myriam are changing course to lend a hand at our missions in Tracadie-Sheila, 
N.-B., and in Lac-au-Saumon, QC (16), for their summer evangelization.  Pierre-Emmanuel 
Gras from France, Marianne Tremblay and Jean-Luc Filion from Québec experienced deeply, 
the biblical sense of agape greeting and selfgiving. 
 
● In Western Canada, Myriam-des-Prairies (17) recorded a new album of songs in English, 
“Love calls for me!” for a Breath of filial Renewal.  Many Myriam Family members from Quebec 
travelled for the occasion, but were also assisted by numerous Saskatchewan friends.  An ex-
traordinary experience of mutual help in gentleness and joy! 
 
● In Poland, Myriam-de-la-Réconciliation (18) published their first inspirational and spir-
itual cards in Polish:  “Here is your Mother”.  The Family already celebrated the 5

th 
anniversary 

of their foundation with fifty guests.  New contacts and evangelizations resulted from this gather-
ing and furthered the progress of the mission. 
 
● In Russia, Myriam-sur-la-Volga (19) took part in a bible camp at Élista, the capital of the 
Républic of Kalmouks.  The children enthusiastically deepened their faith and their love for the 
Word of God.  Our presence also brought a real comfort to the parishioners, who persevere cou-
rageously in their faith despite the absence of a parish priest. 
 
● In Belgium this year, Myriam-de-la-Communion (20) went to Créhen, a tiny village in Britta-
ny, France, for a retreat with our European friends.  The participants left with the decision to ob-
tain a Masters degree (mastery) of their excessive emotivity. 
 
● At Myriam-de-l’Alliance (21) in Uruguay, children and youth remain very much at the heart 
of this mission, overflowing up to Argentina each autumn. Although the harvest is plentiful and 
the labourers are few in number, the Lord allows for wonderful complementarity with the dioce-
san Church. 
 
● Our Little Sister, Pierrette Bérubé, from the House of Myriam-de-la-Miséricorde, accom-
panied the Famille des Enfants de l’Amour of Mrs. Louise Brissette in a pilgrimage to Ecuador.  
Pierrette shared the task of being animator of the spiritual aspects of the journey with Fr. Antoine
-Emmanuel, a monk from the Monastic Fraternities of Jerusalem.  Louise carried out this adven-
ture in order to find the school of physiotherapy at which she was the first teacher from 1967 to 
1969.  This event was even highlighted in the newspapers of the country! 
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 Our history: June to September 1979 
  

● Before a start of the history of June 1979, it is important to highlight the arrival of Lise Henrichon (1), who was the first 
Little Sister of the Myriam Family.  In fact, in June 1977, she audaciously offered to come to the aid of Sister Jeanne at the 
Eau-Vive prayer and retreat house in Granby.  She then prophetically declared, to the great astonishment of Sister Jeanne, “I 

have come for the community that you will found!”  Indeed, at the end of June 1978, she arrived at the Auberge du Roc in 
Baie-Comeau in order to begin by September to welcome a newly born community, the Myriam Family. 
 

● From June 8 to July 10, 1979, Sister Jeanne, Paul-Émile, Lise Henrichon and Céline Pelletier went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land (2), to 
Rome, to Assisi and to Lourdes along with several members, priests and friends.  This trip, which had been discerned for a long time, truly be-
came a spiritual experience of docility to the Spirit.  It was during the activities of this trip that Sister Jeanne received several new « little songs » 
as she likes to call them. 
 

● For the trip, two Little Sisters bought two blue cotton dresses for Sister Jeanne, for the modest price of $4.00 each.  The simplicity of the 
outfit won; all the members of the Family gradually adopted it (3).  This is how our actual “consecration habit” originated.  At the beginning of 
July, Sister Jeanne celebrated her birthday.  She was 56 years old. 
 

● On July 20, 1979, Huguette Auger (4), who was Sister Jeanne’s right-hand person for evangelization, went to fulfill our apostolic mission in 
Quebec City, along with a few internal members.  There, Myriam-Providence was founded (5).  In autumn, Huguette continued her mission of 
teaching catechism at the high school, all the while remaining a Little Sister. At this new House, there was a desire to establish a center for bibli-
cal, liturgical and spiritual renewal. Thanks to Mgr. Labrie, the Cenacle of Adoration with the Blessed Sacrament (6) was established. What a 
gift! 

● Sister Jeanne taught the young community through day by day living.  “The more we try to read events with a gaze of faith, she said, the more 
the least of them makes sense!  Everything must be sacrificed to charity!”  On July 22, an expression full of hope that she said resonates even 
today: “make use of all that you bear, good or bad in the offering of Jesus, for it to become wealth!”  
 

● At the end of July, Mgr. Roger Ébacher (7) was consecrated as the bishop of Baie-Comeau.  The Family owes him a lot because, in 1985, 
inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi, he dared to recognize our community as a “Spiritual Family of Consecrated Persons”. 
 

● In August, Providence continued to manifest itself with power and fidelity.  Monetary donations came in handy to pay overdue accounts, arriv-
ing not by magic but by the fruits of the loving and daring faith of members of the Family who gave of themselves generously. 
 

● On the 15th of August, 1979, Sister Jeanne wrote a newsletter: the influence of the Family was already spreading over several continents.  The 
mission of the House was clarified: House of prayer, of formation, and of spiritual and community renewal within the Family. 
 

● After such a year, Sister Jeanne left to regain her strength at Maria (8) in Gaspé, with her small tape recorder in hand.  On the edge of the sea, 
in her moments of prayer, she received close to sixty inspired «little songs». The contemplation of nature nourished her filial love for the Father 
and reflected itself in poetry. She dedicated one song to each internal and external member. 
 

● Already, a possible mission in Haiti was envisioned for January, 1980.  On September 26, 1979, the young family understood, with words of 
the new century, that their spiritual journey and their fruitfulness are associated with their time spent meeting with the Lord: heart-to-heart of inti-
macy (personal orison), heart-to-heart in praise (communal orison), heart-to-heart of Family-Church (the Divine office Lauds morning prayer), 
heart-to-heart of mercy (commonly known as repent prayer), heart-to-heart with Mary (Rosary and Angelus), heart-to-heart of fidelity (examination 
of conscience).  The Family is enthusiastically taking part in the filial Renewal.  It continues to blossom, with a loving and bold faith (9). 
 

« Let us all discover our filial identity, therefore, to be luminous witnesses of the risen Christ by our 

lives at the heart of the world.  From the manger to the cross, passing through Nazareth, let us 

live in joy as true sons and daughters of the Father!  Merry Christmas! » 

  

Marie Côté, Servant general 
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For more news and photos of the Myriam Family: https://www. famillemyriam.org 


