
 
Myriam Bethõlehem Family ,Christmas 2020 

Last September, the Family gathered together for our time of an-
nual Family recollection, respecting the physical distancing and 

sanitizing protocols.  Our theme this year?  A Breath of Renewal of Spousal Covenant!  A new chapter awaits us all: 
now, more than ever, is the time to be united with Jesus, the Bridegroom of our soul.  Are we not all called to this life of 
covenant with Him by our baptism? 
  
This time of community recollection allows us to deepen our Experience of Providence; each Family House collaborated 
on the teachings.  This time of recollection also reminded us of the sources of our foundation through the blessing that 
Most Reverent Jean-Guy Couture gave to Sister Jeanne on January 13, 1979, the date of our foundation, before 
she pronounced her vows as a little sister of Myriam: 

  

ñMay the Lord be with you always, little sister Jeanne, little Myriam! May His heart overflow for 
this new Bethôlehem which He wanted to build through you, for His people who await His Pres-
ence! 
Long ago, He laid in a manger, because óthere was no room for Himô at the inn. Today, He 
wants to transform this inn into a manger, to feed and water with His love.  May He accompany 
you and all those who will join with you! Stay close to Him, so as to be able to share Him with 
others.ò 

  
A new Bethôlehem!  This mystery, filled with light, arouses our loving and bold faith in the redemptive incarnation of 
Jesus.  Emmanuel, God-with-us, walks among us during this unusual time!  The Family, therefore, is undertaking a spir-
itual pilgrimage, which will lead us in turn to Bethôlehem, Nazareth and Calvary. 
  
Sister Jeanne, always joyful at 97 years of age, continues to lead us by her example, despite a progressive weakening 
of her health.  She shows us how to let ourselves be emptied.  Her life becomes a 
lesson for all: self-acceptance, the welcoming of her poverty, the demands of a yes of 
love, and mutual help.  Her testimony remains so unified: her life of intimacy shines in 
great simplicity, a continual offering for all and, finally, always with great love.  Ac-
cording to those dear to her, these are the words that keep coming back to her lips: 
ñAlways live with Jesus, in the way of Jesus, to be like Him and...in Him!ò and also 
ñto welcome Him in all circumstances, so that you can then share Him with oth-
ers with a smile.ò  These are the secrets of our foundress in the final stage of her 
life. 
  

The decline in her capacities brings us back to the fact that the treasure of the entire 
transmission of this breath of filial renewal and of the spirituality of communion is now 
in our hands.  Together, let us live our mission of substitution for Sister Jeanne and 
for all of our large Family as we enter into this new chapter. 

Stay close to Him  

to be able to share Him with others!   

 



During this pilgrimage which we are living, God our Father cleverly bestows His prowess by inspir-
ing creative solutions to continue bringing His children together while respecting health protocols. 
 

Marie C¹t® our Servant general (1) and her council have generously accepted 
an extension of their mandate, in the hopes that world events will permit the 
Council of the Elders, initially scheduled for June 2020, to take place in January 
2021.  We entrust all this to your prayers. 
 

In the same context, everyone has repeated their yes either to continue their jour-
ney at the same House, or to a new obedience as deemed necessary for the mis-
sion.  Therefore, our little sisters Gabrielle Desgagn® (2) and Anne Plourde (3) 
have become little sister servants in the Houses of Myriam-of the-Prairies in West-
ern Canada and of Myriam-sur-la-Volga in Russia, respectively. 

 

STAY CLOSE TO HIM!  
  

To be close to Himé in the Eucharist! 

The thirst for the Eucharist among the faithful is prompting us to 
search for ways to nourish the children of the Father with the Bread of Life and to allow 
them to receive a real encounter with the One who wants so much to give himself to them.  

At the Mother House, during summer time, the outdoor courtyard was trans-
formed into a chapel for adoration several times a week (4).  Many people 
went there to pray, to receive the Eucharist and also the sacrament of Reconcili-
ation.  When the weather was bad, the garage was even transformed into a con-
fessional!  Our little brother priest Ren® was very happy about that! 

At Myriam-Providence in Quebec, the presence of our little brother priest No±l 
permitted outdoor Mass to be celebrated in the courtyard, each day during 
good weather (5).  Furthermore, since October, at the suggestion of Cardinal 
Lacroix, some ñhouseholdsò have been gathering 
together six days a week, in groups of eight to eight-
een people to share the Word of God through the 
Eucharist (6). 

Myriam-de-lôEsp®rance is also opening their doors 
three times a week for Adoration with the Eucharist 
and Morning Prayer for those who desire to attend. 

The C®nacle Myriam Port-de-Paix, in Haiti, welcomed their 
new bishop, Most Reverent Charles Peters Barth®lus, along with 
his preacher, Father Sander Louis-Jean, for a retreat before 
his episcopal ordination (7).  These few days spent together 
allowed for wonderful communion, in great simplicity. 

At Myriam-de-la-Mis®ricorde in Montreal, at Myriam-de-la-
Communion in Belgium (8), as well as in each of our 
Houses, the closeness to Jesus fosters a special aware-
ness to the climate of communion experienced within 
the Family.  This prophecy creates a joy that is ever new, 
as in Nazareth. 
 

To be close to Him... to be able to follow Him!  
  

Life goes on and love urges our youngest ones to come closer to Jesus by dedicating 
themselves with ever increasing fervour.  Marie F. and St®phanie C. have made their 
first promises (9), Olivier T. renewed his promises (10), Marcos S. and Claude J-L. 

uttered their first vows (11).  Lastly, Mathieu L., Nicolas V., Jean-Fran­ois 
V., Anne F., Caroline F. and Myriam L. repeated their yes through the 
renewal of their vows of filial abandonment and of fraternal charity (12). 

Our affiliated members have expressed the same fervour at the time of 
their commitments, which often took placeé outdoors (13).  At several 
gatherings, our Servant general, Marie C¹t®, gifted us with her presence.  
She encourages us with her usual fire, and she sows the pedagogy of 
the three ñPòs all around to further an increase in intimacy and commun-
ion.  Most Reverent Denis Grondin, bishop of Rimouski, was present for 
an event at House Myriam-de-la-Vall®e. 
 

To be close to Him... to welcome Heaven!  
 

Some have left us to become closer to Jesus!  Thus it is for the mother of our 
little brother Laurier, Graziella Beaudry, the father and mother of our little 
sister Ruth Dumas, R®gis and Huguette, who were members since the infancy 
of the Myriam Family, Marcel Leclerc, a great, long-time friend of Sister Jeanne, 
as well as several affiliated members.  Our condolences to all these families! 
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To reach out to those we love, amazing creativity never ceases:  

At Myriam-de-la-Paix, a ñtake-out spaghettiò supper allowed a chance to reach out to 
new people and to help provide for the needs of the House (14).  Visits of hope to more 
distant members of the Offering Challenge Group. 

At Myriam-de-la-Vall®e in Matap®dia, the traditional ñboys weekò was adapted 
during this summer season:  four boys came for a few days, with Knights as the 
theme, to give themselves in service, prayer and fraternal mutual help while  
deepening their relationship with Mary (15). 

At Myriam-sur-Mer in Gasp® peninsula, a virtual Marian Triduum reached sever-
al hundred people.  Now live, the Marian and Eucharistic evenings on Wednes-
days and the Sunday Rosary at 4 p.m. also keep this House òon the goò (16). 

At Myriam-de-lôEsp®rance, couples are welcomed, a few at a time, for a week of 
recollection.  Another adaptation to the present uncertainties is the opportunity of 
half-days of ñThursday recollectionò. 

Myriam-of-the-Prairies, in Western Canada, is being innovative with a family 
Challenge: one family at a time is welcomed for a half-day (17).  What a joy for 
these families to be able to come back to our House!  

At Myriam-de-lôAlliance in Uruguay, a celebration took place on November 1st to 
mark the completion of the corrections for the Spanish translation of Volume 3 
of Sister Jeanneôs autobiography, thanks to the exceptional work of Nicol¨s Pere-
ra (18).  On another note, as the price of food increases, the Family is turning to-
wards the garden of God-Father-Providence to grow its vegetables, as are many 
other Houses. 

At Myriam-de-la-Communion in Belgium, the Family is gradually adapting in order 
to welcome very small groups.  They tripled the number of days of recollection to 

be able to allow twelve people to participate: a 
ñweek of three Thursdays!ò. 

Joy of the Church : the C®nacle Myriam J®r®mie, in Haiti, 
has experienced the joy of welcoming a delegation of 
Salesian sisters who accompanied four of their members 
for the establishment of a new community in the diocese 
of J®r®mie (19). 

At Myriam-sur-la-Volga, in Russia, the Family is 
continuing to forge bonds of friendship with the mem-
bers of the Orthodox church (20).  The Lord seems to 
take the matter into His hands by providential contacts 
through prayer encounters.  In addition, some French-
speaking students from Africa, who took part in the Myriam 
Youth Challenge online, are still experiencing significant 
graces that they received during that weekend. 

In order to be able to share Jesus with others, sometimes our facilities must be 
renovated and improved! 

Thus, the C®nacle Myriam Port-de-Paix is proceeding with the repair of the wall 
surrounding our residence in order to ensure the stability of the land (21).  The 

outside area around this much frequented House is also being enlarged with the construction of a covered terrace to 
provide shelter from the sun and rain, in order to welcome groups or to hold small family celebrations (22). 

The C®nacle Myriam Jeremie is undertaking the much-needed repairs of their kitchen (23). 

The chapel of Myriam-de-lôEsp®rance in Chicoutimi is now fully accessible thanks to the 
new stairlift (24). 

For these and for all who said yes to help us ñ known or unknown,ò a huge thank-you 
for the faithful support of all our benefactors! 
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éTO BE ABLE TO SHARE HIM WITH OTHERS!  

 

 



 

 

The Mother House is also continuing to advance its online presence (25): 

A week of formation was offered last July for the affiliated members of Quebec and else-
where.  In October, another retreat was offered to friends and members from New York.  
This online retreat allowed for the birth of the ç Relay Without Borders è for certain affiliat-
ed members, ñorantsò, oblates, sons (daughters) of Myriam who, because of distance or phys-
ical limitations, were unable to participate in our usual recollections: a true consolation for 
them.  We will reconnect with them every month. 

Two International Myriam Youth Challenges 1 for youth 18-35 years of age, 
took place online in June and October with participation from each House; an 
extraordinary experience of mutual help and of complementarity for us (26): 
young people from France, Belgium, Poland, Russia (with a large number of 
Africans), Haiti, Western Canada, New Brunswick and Quebec, participated. 
Despite the virtual dimension of these weekends, everything was carried out 
in a way that promoted the culture of a personal encounter. Prayers of faith 

by phone, Skype, or in person with each young person were offered, as 
well as Zoom meetings between the young people after the highlights of 
the weekend. As we encourage them to meet ñin personò whenever pos-
sible, several young people gather in our different Houses to spend time 
with the Family (27). 

During the October Challenge, we experi-
enced a wonderful boost in the Conta-
gious Saints Club, with a video from Sis-
ter Jeanne, even though weakened, with 
her team (28). 

These online Challenge meetings open the door for a new type of 
evangelization : the ñ TV series ò flavoured with faith and gospel 
keeps us spellbound (29)!  All of the videos from these two Challenge 
encounters, the teachings and the testimonies are still available on the 
link to the videos on our website; a true source of spiritual food for 
everyone :  https://www.famillemyriam.org/ 

  
 

 This has been a fruitful time for the presentation of several new pro-
ductions to give Jesus to the world: 

Myriam-de-la-R®conciliation in Poland has translated their first 
series of vitamins into Polish, the Vitamin C- Caritas (30).  As 
this is being written, they have set out to complete an album of 
songs in Polish.  A huge thank-you to all those who, through their 
talents, are supporting these two projects! 

At our Mother House, for the past few months, our Publishing team has been working 
hard to rejuvenate some of the early spiritual messages.  In French, the new versions of the 
Christmas messages (Letôs Go to Bethôlehem), about messages of light (You Will Shine) and 
of the messages of the boat (Cast Off into the Deep) have been edited to enhance your family 

gatherings and even your personal or family prayer (31)! 

For more than a year now, the Family from this 
House has remained diligent in following the daily 

learnings from the Word of Life.  These 
are excerpts from the Word of God 
which are memorized with a melody 
and actions according to the pedagogy 
initiated by Father Marcel Jousse.  A 
new video featuring twenty new 
Words of Life has been recorded and 
are now available for sale (32).  
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ò What an abundance of life to share and transmit  

to those around us!  

With the Holy Family, may everything be for us  

a source of wonder and admiration!  

Let us be bearers of hope!  

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2021!  ó  

Marie C¹t®, Servant general 

https://www.famillemyriam.org/

