
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Hello everyone, 
  

What would you say about being a “prophet of hope” 
during this time of global pandemic, when 
God-Father-Providence mysteriously remains 
at work in our humanity?  What would you 
say about greeting this time of trial as a time 
of grace for spiritual growth for you and 
your family?  Along your journey of holiness, 
your joys and your crosses can become graces 
of union with Jesus and of communion with 
others. 
  

I pray that your faith, by accepting those events, will 
become even more intimate in love and bold in fruit-
fulness, marvelling in advance at the deeds of the Ho-
ly Spirit.  If you fully live your Experience of Provi-
dence everywhere and at all times, you will experi-
ence the goodness of the Father who bestows every  

 
 
 

good thing to those who love Him, and you will see a  
rebirth of hope all around you.  Never forget that, 

as God, He knows everything about you 
and your loved ones.  As Providence, He 
can do everything for you and your loved 
ones, and as Father, He loves us with a 
never-ending love. 
  
I pray that you receive this “breath of God-
Father-Providence”, the same breath that 
allowed me to move forward without fear 
when founding the Myriam Family. Do 

not be afraid to take Mary into your care, Mary 
your Mother-Educator, to train you in your Provi-
dence faith.  Wishing you a mission of hope at 
Mary’s school! 

 

A word from our foundress, Sister Jeanne 

         

        

        

Myriam Beth’léhem Family, Summer 2020 

 Driven by the Spirit, Sister Jeanne surprised us all with a 7th Breath through which we are 
united in heart and mind, enabling us to be formed by her writing entitled “Identity Docu-
ment”.  This document renews us and roots us in The School of an Experience of Provi-
dence.  This family approach enlivens, through the pedagogy of the three “P’s”, to live both 
with Jesus and others: to Pray, to Partake and to Pass it on through our own lives.  The basic 
essentials of the Experience of Providence, conditioned by mercy, are included in this peda-
gogy.  Every Family House faithfully and joyfully journey, deepening more and more their 
comprehension of it.  This dynamism is stimulating each and every one to fervently call upon 
the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Let us walk together, therefore, as Family, with love, in the pre-
sent moment with Mary, bonded in the diversity of our accents, 
in complementarity of our charisms, all in accepting our weak-
nesses!  Is it not the same search for unity of communion expe-
rienced by the Trinity and by Jesus, Mary and Joseph, reflected 
in their life in Nazareth? 

We entrust to your prayers the Council of Elders.  Preparations 
are continuing but the date is still in the hands of our God-
Father-Providence. 
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In January, the Apostolic Nuncio of Canada, Most Reverent Luigi Bonazzi, (1) came to celebrate the closing of the 
40th anniversary of our foundation; his fraternal presence among us brought us great encouragement. 

As of March, a state of confinement isolated the people and countries.  This became a life of waiting, like in the Up-
per Room.  In response, Family Houses increased their hours of adoration and put out a call to their friends and af-
filiates, who joyfully and generously participated to this spiritual support for the world.  What happiness to share this 
treasure of prayer to allow everyone to find peace and hope.  This is also a time of living Family communion through 
presence, listening and wonder.  The word mostly used by our foundress for the past years?  Mutual help!  It was in-
deed a full time of mutual help, while outside helpers, affiliates, worshippers and volunteers were also bearing their 
confinement.  Thanks to all of you! 

During this event, God the Father awaited our confident prayers and our docility to His inspirations.  Our voices are one 
with those of Christians throughout the entire world, and our mission of substitution was increased by our life of offering 
united in “the Offering of Jesus.” 

There are so many other situations of illness and mourning!  Renée Vézina lost both of her parents, Thérèse and 
Claude, both of whom were a Son and Daughter of Myriam, within two months’ time.  Lucie Massicotte commended to 
the Father her sister Thérèse, Denis Ross, his sister Lucie, and Marie-Denise, her sister Marie-Édith.  To them and to 
all those who are afflicted, our sincere condolences.  We also extend our solicitude to the Montfort Missionaries upon 
the death of Father Léon Saint-Amand (2), who resided with us for thirty-four years as a collaborating priest, and to 
whom we owe a great debt of gratitude. 

Monique Tremblay’s cancer diagnosis, little sister servant from the Mother House, has aroused a very big yes from our 
little sister, Gabrielle Desgagné, to help and support Monique in her service.  Thank you, Gabrielle! 

 

 

 

Two experiences in particular show us that the Father’s hand always foresees us, in 
His mercy. In February, a heavy snowstorm paralyzed Eastern Quebec and prevented 
the gathering of the Défi-Jeunesse-Myriam 1 planned for Baie-Comeau.  We cancelled 
the meeting but not the graces: we decided to spend forty hours of adoration for the 
youth!  Our joy: the certainty that God reached all of them. 

At the beginning of March, our servant general, Marie Côté, faced a difficult discern-
ment regarding her planned trip to Europe.  Our Houses in Belgium, Poland and Russia 
have been waiting for her visit with her team for a long time.  Should they leave with 
Europe in the grips of “the” virus?  After searching in prayer for God’s plan, it was de-
cided, not without deception on both sides, to cancel the mission.  Our Lord quickly 

confirmed the wisdom of that decision by the events that 
took place. 

Our servant general’s presence in Canada became more 
active and allowed her to write the letters of “Support in 
Communion” to our affiliates, and the messages of 
“Joy in Communion” for the youth.  In order to nourish 
the affiliates enrolled in the weeks of formation, Marie 
Côté sent out the teachings on a USB flash drive.  And in 
May, she even offered a week of formation online to 
the “Relais” in New York.  A first for us! 
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The Breath of God the Father at work for the making of His Family 

A Breath of God the Father is far-sighted 
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A Breath of the filial renewal to transmit 

■ A CD of a collection of 
our songs to the Holy 
Spirit (14). 

■ The twelfth series of 
Breads of the Word on 
the theme of joy (15). 

■ The third CD of our 
little songs in English 
(16). 

 

 

Our contact with God our Father leads us to turn to a worldwide family life!  This confinement transforms our lives into a 
true family and global retreat.  Each Myriam House has been seeking to give hope by utilizing traditional means, tele-
phone, radio, writing, while also abundantly using social media.  Every House is taking care to support its affiliates by 
these means and continue their formation through communal prayer and by personal spiritual follow-up.  The youth of 
our Myriam Youth Challenges and the members of our Offering-Challenge/Wisdom-Challenge have also been reached 
in these ways.  A quick summary of these initiatives in our Houses: 

■ At l’Étoile-de-la-Mère in Gaspésie, the community Zooms with our mother, Jeanne, initiated by our servant gen-
eral.  What a joy to see our foundress on a big screen, after many months, surrounded by Lucie Perreault and Lauri-
er Poulin (3). 

■ At our Mother House in Baie-Comeau, Tuesday prayer evenings on the Web (4). 

■ At Myriam-Providence in Quebec City, Thursday prayer evenings on ECDQ.TV (virtual live-streaming from the 
diocese of Quebec) (5). 

■ At Myriam-sur-Mer in Gaspésie, the traditional “Message of His Light” on the Internet has added a daily video 
component (6). 

■ At Myriam-de-l’Espérance, video recordings of the four chaplets of the Rosary, 
are available on our website along with those produced by our Houses of Myriam-sur-
Mer and Myriam-de-la-Vallée (7). 

■ At Myriam-de-la-Vallée in Matapédia, collaboration with the Matapédia community 
television to present the show “Heritage” and the “snap shots of wonder” (8). 

■ At Myriam-de-la-Miséricorde, Montreal, “A Workbook of familial marvels” to 
gratefully highlight the wonders of God, the Father, in our day by day lives (9). 

■ At Myriam-de-la-Paix in New Brunswick, visits tour to the members of the Offer-
ing-Challenge and Wisdom-Challenge groups in the region, greeting them with 
bells and red flags (10). 

■ At Myriam-sur-la-Volga, in Russia, testimony on the 
Web by little sister Anne and by Vicka, Oblate: an initi-
ative by the Carmelite sisters to reach out to the youth 
(11). 

■ At Myriam of the Prairies in Saskatchewan, a special 
time for the English and Spanish translations of our 
evangelization resources (12). 

■ At Myriam-de-l’Alliance in Uruguay, a tour of visits 
with the parish priest, Padre Nelson, who blessed 
palms at the door of each house (13).  

To all of these, we add the successful completion of pro-
jects that started earlier in 
the year: 
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A Breath of formation of God-Father-Providence at Nazareth  

 

And what can we say about this discreet “Nazareth”, glazed with many small acts of love, through which God the Fa-
ther teaches us, along with Mary our Mother-Educator, to live a better family life! 

■ At our Mother House, during the March school spring break, a week for families… just before the “long spring 
break” (17). 

■ At Myriam de la Réconciliation in Poland, a presentation at the French parish in Warsaw (18).  A first for us! 

■ At Myriam-de-la-Communion in Belgium, as in most of our Houses during this spring unlike any other, Family 
work in the garden and the orchard (19). 

■ A first step: A “Yes to Baptism” of Florkencia Jourdain, who received her new “Baptismal Name”, “Marian 
Gratuity, on Divine Mercy Sunday in Haiti (20). 

■ A second step: A “Yes to Mary” of Marie Fontaine and Stéphanie Chérélus at Cap-Chat, with our Mother 
Foundress (21). 

■ In Haiti, at Cénacle-Myriam Jérémie, the much-appreciated presence of Lafrance Joseph, a Haitian youth in the 
Service of Hope, and of Stéphanie Berthoud, Swiss missionary collaborator (22). 

■ In Haiti, at Cénacle-Myriam Port-de-Paix, joyful and ingenious renovation of our 
“Haitian kitchen” (23). 

■ Online training, “Youth Priority”, for the protection of minors and vulnerable per-
sons, offered by the Canadian Centre for Child Protection: since January, sixty brothers 
and sisters have completed this training (24). 

 With its regular news which is in tune with the universal Church, our renewed website 
continues to give a steady stream of solid spiritual nourishment to all who frequent it.  
Thank you to our first Assistant general, Monique Doucet, for her important collaboration, 
and most welcome to everyone to www.famillemyriam.org! 

The pastoral vitality of our 
Houses shows that the Holy 
Spirit continues to gather 
together the children of God 
the Father.  He holds the 
world and our lives in His 
hands.  Is this pruning not 
creating something new?  
Let us remain with Jesus, in 
His trust in the Father, mar-
veling in advance at all that 
He is doing and will do! 
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♫ Holy Spirit, God of love, breathe unto the world a wind filled with hope, 
and family sharing, for God is our Father… ♫ 

  

“Let us welcome this Marian breath from Mary, our Mother-Educator, 
and become contagious saints!” 

 

http://www.famillemyriam.org

